98    THE    EPIC    OF    MOUNT    EVEREST
Kellas had started experiments in the use of oxgyen
for climbing. Why not continue them ? The one
serious obstacle to attaining the summit of the
mountain was the lack of oxygen in the air. Supply
that want and the climbers would be up it to-
morrow
So far the Everest Committee had not thought
of equipping the Expedition with oxygen, because
there had been doubt as to the possibility of
supplying it in any portable form. And then
there was just a suspicion at the back of men's
minds that it was not exactly sporting to use it.
It could be argued of course that inhaling oxygen
was no more unsporting than taking a nip of
brandy or a cup of beef-tea. But there the fact
remained that a man who got up without oxygen
would be looked upon as having done a finer deed
than the man who climbed Everest using oxygen.
We would not ask a man if he had stimulated him-
self with tea on the way up as long as he had
reached the summit. But if he had used oxygen
we would certainly rate his achievement lower
than if he had used only the usual stimulants.
There was, therefore, a prejudice against using
oxygen. And the Committee shared it. They
did subsequently abandon this prejudice, but they
might have done better to retain it. For by not
using oxygen it has been proved that men's bodies
do adjust themselves to the unusual conditions.
Men get " acclimatized " and can ascend to 28,000
feet, as they have shown.